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THE OLD AND THE NEW THE MOMENT ONE ACCEPTS Jesus Christ as his personal Savior he becomes a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17). The life of God within him begets a new nature which remains with him along with the old as long as he lives. Understanding the presence, position, and relationship of the old and new within the life of a believer is essential to experiencing a wholesome and balanced spiritual life. We have already seen that everyone born into this world is a sinner because of the sin nature with which he is born. We are by nature , the apostle says, children of wrath, and this nature produces all kinds of sinful acts (Eph. 2:3). Sometimes the sin nature is referred to as the flesh. Actually the word flesh has several meanings. (1) Sometimes it simply means the material body of a person (1 Cor. 15:39). (2) Often it indicates people as a whole (Rom. 3:20). (3) But frequently it is used in Scripture to indicate the sin nature (Rom. 7:18). What does it mean when used in this way? To answer this question it is necessary to find a satisfactory definition of the word nature. Too often when people think of the sin nature and the new nature they picture two distinct people who live inside their bodies. One is a grisly, horrifying, degenerate individual while the other is a handsome, young, victorious-looking person. Representations like this are not necessarily to be discarded entirely, though they often lead to the idea that it is not really I who do these things but that “little man” inside me. In other words, they often lead to a false disjuncture in the individual personality. It is far better to define nature in terms of capacity. Thus the old nature of the flesh is that capacity which all men have to serve and please self. Or one might say that it is the capacity to leave God out of one’s life. It would not be inclusive enough to define the sin nature in terms of a capacity to do evil, because it is more than that. There are many things which are not necessarily in themselves evil but which stem from the old nature. They simply are things which leave God out. The flesh, then, is that old capacity which all men have to live lives which exclude God. In the Christian the flesh is that same capacity to leave God out of his life and actions. The sin nature is also called the old man (Rom. 6:6; Col. 3:9). This phrase seems to emphasize the source of the capacity to glorify self instead of God; that is, it takes us back to Adam from whom we all received our sin natures. Conversion brings with it a new capacity with which we may now serve God and righteousness. Before salvation we were servants of sin, but now we may be servants of righteousness (Rom. 6:18-20). The unsaved man has only one capacity, but the Christian has two. This means that the unsaved person has only one course of action—to serve sin and self, or to leave God out of his life—while the believer has an option. He may serve God, and as long as he is in a human body he may also choose to leave God out and live according to the old nature. The new nature comes from God Himself (2 Peter 1:4). Paul calls it the new man in contrast to the old man: “that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righeousness and holiness of truth” (Eph. 4:22-25). There is a very close relationship between the new nature and the power of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:25), and there is constant conflict between the two capacities (Gal. 5:17; Rom. 7:15-25; 8:6). These two capacities are not like two reels of tape on which are stored separate sets of actions which can be printed out on a computer. Actually, the same action might belong to either nature. Recreation, for instance, is not an evil thing. And yet it might be engaged in as an evidence of the old capacity when it leaves God out; and it may on another occasion be a very important part of one’s spiritual life. What distinguishes the old from the new is not necessarily the action itself but the use of it. So both reels of tape may have a number of actions on them which are exactly the same. Indeed, probably, the majority of things we do in daily living could be from either capacity and therefore in the illustration appear on both tapes; but it is I in pushing the button on each action who determines from which tape it comes. And it is I, not half of me, who performs the action; for I, as the computer, print out the action in daily life. Recognizing this dual capacity in every single believer, it is also important to understand that each facet of the Christian’s personality can be involved in actions which stem from the old and the new.
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